Susanne Staschen-Dielmann INTERMEDIATE RANGE 1l SOURCE AND TASK

PRESIDENT HARRY S. TRUMAN'S ADDRESS BEFORE A JOINT SESSION OF
CONGRESS, MARCH 12, 1947

1 Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Members of the Congress of the United States:

The gravity of the situation which confronts the world today necessitates my
appearance before a joint session of the Congress. The foreign policy and the
5 | national security of this country are involved. One aspect of the present
situation, which | wish to present to you at this time for your consideration and
decision, concerns Greece and Turkey. [...] The very existence of the Greek
state is today threatened by the terrorist activities of several thousand armed
men, led by Communists, who defy the government's authority at a number of
10 | points, particularly along the northern boundaries. [...] The British Government,
which has been helping Greece, can give no further financial or economic aid
after March 31. Great Britain finds itself under the necessity of reducing or
liquidating its commitments in several parts of the world, including Greece. [...]

15 | The peoples of a number of countries of the world have recently had totalitarian
regimes forced upon them against their will. The Government of the United
States has made frequent protests against coercion and intimidation, in
violation of the Yalta agreement, in Poland, Rumania, and Bulgaria. | must also
state that in a number of other countries there have been similar developments.
20 | At the present moment in world history nearly every nation must choose
between alternative ways of life. The choice is too often not a free one.

One way of life is based upon the will of the majority, and is distinguished by
free institutions, representative government, free elections, guarantees of
individual liberty, freedom of speech and religion, and freedom from political
25 | oppression. The second way of life is based upon the will of a minority forcibly
imposed upon the majority. It relies upon terror and oppression, a controlled
press and radio; fixed elections, and the suppression of personal freedoms.

| believe that it must be the policy of the United States to support free peoples
30 | who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside
pressures.

| believe that we must assist free peoples to work out their own destinies in
their own way.

| believe that our help should be primarily through economic and financial aid
35 | which is essential to economic stability and orderly political processes. [...]

The seeds of totalitarian regimes are nurtured by misery and want. They spread
and grow in the evil soil of poverty and strife. They reach their full growth when
the hope of a people for a better life has died.

40
We must keep that hope alive. The free peoples of the world look to us for
support in maintaining their freedoms.

Taken from: http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/trudoc.asp

Tasks:
1. Read the source and develop a guiding question the source can answer.
2. Analyse, interpret and evaluate the source with the help of the analysis grid
and answer your guiding question.



